
The new scholarship was established 
as part of the 50th Anniversary 
celebration of OCCK in 2020, as a 
long-term reminder of the good work 
that past generations have done, 
and that future generations will do, in 
working with people with disabilities in 
north central Kansas. 

The following recipients were awarded 
$500 each: 

•	 Luke Hager, Abilene, attending 
Kansas Wesleyan University

•	Macayla East, Abilene, attending 
Colby Community College

•	Cayden Cassel, Salina, attending 
Wichita State University

•	 Trisha Crumpton, Salina, attending 
Fort Hays State University

•	 Ethan Brown, Salina, attending 
Kansas State University

The More Than You Think Scholarship 
recognizes and honors students in 
north central Kansas from Saline, 
Ottawa, Cloud, Republic, Jewell, 
Mitchell, Lincoln, Ellsworth, or 
Dickinson Counties, who have a 
disability and are looking to further 
their education by enrolling in some 
type of post-secondary learning 
opportunity (college, university, 

community college, vocational 
school, cosmetology school, etc.) 
Any type of credentialed program is 
considered. 

“We are excited to announce our first 
round of scholarship recipients. We 
believe in the importance of education 
for all people, and we’re thankful 
for the opportunity to help these 
students,” said Shelia Nelson-Stout, 
President/CEO of OCCK. “OCCK is 
very proud of its 50-year history of 
service to people with disabilities, 
family and communities, and this 
scholarship allows us to give back.”

If you are interested in donating to 
the More Than You Think Anniversary 
Scholarship, you have a few options:

•	Bring your cash or check donation 
to any of our regional offices, or 
you can mail those to P.O. Box 
1160, Saina, KS 67402-1160.

•	Use your credit or debit card in 
person or over the phone at the 
Salina offices. Call 785.827.9383 
to speak with our helpful front 
office team members.

For more information about OCCK, 
Inc., visit www.occk.com or call 
785.827.9383.

First Recipients of the OCCK, Inc.’s  
More than You Think Anniversary Scholarship

Macayla East, Trish Crumpton, Cayden Cassel, Luke Hager, and Ethan Brown 
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Don’t put a limit on anything.“ ”The more you dream, the farther you get.
 – Michael Phelps



WFS Receives Make a Difference Grant
Workforce Solutions, a division of 
OCCK, was the recipient of $3,600 as 
part of the Make a Difference Grant 
from Salina Area United Way.

This grant will be used to purchase 
professional business clothing for 
job-seeking customers who need to 
attend interviews and hygiene items 
to help with the full appearance to aid 
in that ever-important first impression. 
Thanks Salina Area United Way!

Brenda Guiterrez, Claire Mullen, United Way present check to Jennfier Fox, 
and Shanna Sowers

Did you know that Kansas has 
an estimated 55,000 people with 
dementia, and this number is 
expected to climb to 62,000 by 2025? 
OCCK looks to help create additional 
services to support individuals and 
families to learn.

OCCK was among 11 state and 
community organizations nationwide 
to be awarded a three-year grant by 
the Administration on Community 
Living to develop and expand 
dementia related services. The goal 
of the grant is to provide program 
activities that will provide quality, 
person-centered services that help 
individuals remain independent and 
safe in their communities. 

The grant is in partnership with the 
University of Kansas Alzheimer’s 
Disease Center, Futures Unlimited, 
Garden City Community College, and 
the Prairie Faith Collective Health 
Ministry.

Led by OCCK, the partners 
will address service gaps and 
strengthen dementia capacity, 
focusing on 3 objectives:

1. Baseline assessment 
of existing alzheimer’s/
dementia supports.

2. Establishing 8 dementia 
support offices in rural 
Kansas capable of providing 
telehealth support to 
individuals and caregivers.

3. Caregiver and provider protocol 
for early detection of cognitive 
changes for those with an 
intellectual or developmental 
disability.

These outcomes will improve early 
detection of Alzheimer’s disease 
and dementia, reduce the burden on 
caregivers, and enhance partnerships 
between organizations serving people.

Counties benefitting from this grant 
are Dickinson, Cloud, Ellsworth, 
Jewell, Mitchell, Lincoln, Ottawa, 
Salina, Republic, Finney, Trego and 
Sumner. 

For more information about this 
or additional Aging Services, 
please contact Susan Sprague at 
785.827.9383, or visit the OCCK 
website at www.occk.com.

OCCK to Lead Development and Expansion  
of Dementia/Alzheimer’s Services
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Save the Date! 
Solution Outreach Center Open House 
Tuesday September 21, 2021 
3:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

1605 W Schilling Road 
Salina, KS 

67401 

The Solution Outreach Center is a full-service Assistive Technology 
Resource Center for North Central Kansas.  It is part of the Assistive 
Technology for Kansans (ATK) program.  Come and see the latest 
technology that supports persons with disabilities learn, work, and live 
independently.  Most equipment at the Solution Outreach Center is 
available for short-term loans, helping people try products before mak-
ing a purchasing decision.   Demonstrations will include: 

Smart House Accessible Gaming Aids for Daily Living 

OCCK invites you to attend AN OPEN HOUSE for its Solution Outreach Center 
on Tuesday, September 21, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM at 1605 W. Schilling 
Road For more information, call 785-827-9383 and ask for Brenda Henry. 

This activity is a program of Assistive Technology for Kansans funded by the 
Federal Department of Health and Human Services, CFDA 93.464. 

Eye Gaze Magnifiers Amplified Telephones 



OCCK Transportation is excited to 
announce more dates for the new 
“Guide & Go” Travel Training program 
that teaches people how to use public 
transportation services in the region. 

The first class in the Guide & Go 
program is “CityGo Familiarization”. 
Other classes will be available in the 
future. 

CityGo Familiarization teaches the 
basics of riding CityGo in Salina, 
including how to read the map and 
time table, fare payments, and general 
etiquette. 

At this time, all classes will be held 
virtually, and will last about one hour, 
with the following schedule for CityGo 
Familiarization for the remainder of 
2021: 

•	 Thursday, August 16th, 1:30 p.m.
•	 Thursday, September 23rd, 9:30 a.m.
•	 Thursday, October 21st, 1:30 p.m.
•	 Thursday, November 18th, 9:30 a.m.

81 Connection Familiarization classes 
are now available for sign up. 81 

Connection Familiarization teaches 
the basics of riding the fixed route 
bus service that serves north central 
Kansas from Belleville to Salina. It 
includes how to read the time table, 
find stop locations, pay fares, and 
general etiquette.

At this time, all classes will be held 
virtually, and will last about one hour, 
with the following schedule for 81 
Connection Familiarization for the 
remainder of 2021: 

•	 Thursday, August 19th, 1:30 p.m.
•	 Thursday, September 16th, 9:30 a.m.
•	 Thursday, October 14th, 1:30 p.m.
•	 Thursday, November 11th, 9:30 a.m.
•	 Thursday, December 16th, 1:30 p.m.

81 Connection passengers may 
also be interested in attending a 
CityGoFamiliarization class if they 
plan to travel to Salina. CityGo 
Familiarization teaches the basics of 
riding CityGo in Salina, including how 
to read the map and time table, fare 
payments, and general etiquette. 

Additional classes will be announced 
as they are scheduled.

Participation in Travel Training is 
free, however participants must have 
internet access and be able to pick 
up the class packet. Sign up can be 
done online at www.salinacitygo.com/
guide-go-travel-training/ or by calling 
785.826.1583.

“The Guide & Go Travel Training 
program is a great way to 
learn about CityGo and public 
transportation in general,” said 
Michelle Griffin, Mobility Manager 
for north central Kansas. “We hope 
to encourage more people to use 
this transportation option. Using 
public transportation is a life skill that 
everyone should know.”

Guide & Go Travel Training

OCCK Transportation is pleased to 
announce the addition of a Fall Pass 
to the successful CityGo “Get On & 
Go” program for Salina area youth 
ages 7-18. 

Youth ages 7-18 will be able to 
purchase a Get On & Go Fall Youth 
Bus Pass for $10. The pass will 
be good for unlimited rides on 
Salina CityGo from September 1 to 
November 30. Youth must show the 
drivers their “Get On & Go” pass when 
they board the buses. Face masks 
and social distancing policies will be 
followed as needed.

The Get On & Go Fall Bus Pass is 
available for purchase online on 
August 16, 2021, at www.salinacitygo.
com and Buy A Pass, with options for 
pick up. They will also be available at 

OCCK Transportation, 340 N. Santa 
Fe; and at the OCCK Corporate 
Office, 1710 W. Schilling, starting 
August 16, 2021. 

The Fall Pass will also be available 
digitally in the Token Transit app. 
All OCCK Transportation 
services have a digital fare 
option.

“We are so excited to 
expand the Get On & Go 
program to fall,” said Trell 
Grinter, Transportation 
Director for OCCK, Inc. 
“The summer program 
has continued to grow in 
popularity. We are helping 
kids navigate around Salina, 
participate in activities and 
community events, while 

using public transit, which means 
learning important life skills while 
gaining freedom and independence.” 

For more information call OCCK 
Transportation at 826-1583 or go to 
www.salinacitygo.com.

Fall Get On & Go Passes Now Available



Effective July 1, 2021, OCCK, Inc. 
will be providing all general public 
transportation within the city limits 
of Concordia. This service has been 
provided by the Concordia Senior 
Center.  

This new venture, called 
GoConcordia, will be a joint 
partnership between OCCK, Inc., 
the Concordia Senior Center, 
and the Kansas Department of 
Transportation. 

“The Board of Directors of the 
Concordia Senior Center is pleased 
to announce the transfer of the Public 
Transportation system to the very 
capable hands of OCCK, Inc.,” said 

Nancy Reynolds, Board Secretary. 
“For decades, the Senior Center has 
provided transportation to all age 
groups. It has been our pleasure to 
serve the Concordia community in this 
capacity.” 

OCCK’s Transportation Department 
will continue the same great service 
that has been provided by the Senior 
Center. OCCK plans to employ the 
same friendly drivers, using the same 
vehicles.  

Fares will remain consistent. All 
passes will be honored. 

“It is an honor to continue public 
transportation in the city of 
Concordia,” said Trell Grinter, 
Transportation Director for OCCK, Inc. 
“We are excited to help citizens get 
to their destinations and continue the 
growth of our community.”

OCCK Assumes City of Concordia 
Public Transportation

OCCK’s Transportation Department is 
led by Trell Grinter. She has a passion 
for leadership development and team 
growth. Trell’s team is working hard 
to ensure the quality of service and 
availability so anyone in north central 
Kansas can have access to public 
transportation. Her team has a few 
projects up their sleeves to expand 
services to meet the needs of the 
communities in our area. 

Before becoming the Director of 
Transportation with OCCK, her 
professional career began in a 
second-grade classroom in Fort 
Riley, Kansas. With her education 
degree from Kansas State University 
and experience in teaching, she 
then moved into retail management. 
There, Trell enhanced her leadership 
skills by developing others to create 
successful teammates and leaders.

In 2018, her career at OCCK started 
as a Transportation Trainer. She 
worked with new employees to 
obtain their CDL Class C License with 
Passenger Endorsement. She was 
key in the development of the driver 
training program and the continued 
training for driver development and 
success. 

Trell lives in Salina with her husband 
Kris and son Anderson. They enjoy 
traveling and spending time with 
family. Trell grew up in Salina with 
a lot of time spent at the family 
farm in Minneapolis, Kansas. She is 
passionate about making rural Kansas 
even more accessible and livable with 
public transportation services.

Meet Our Team
Trell Grinter, 

Transportation Director



Workforce 
Solutions of OCCK 
is pleased to share 
the many wonderful 
successes that 
Shonda has 
experienced in 
her life recently. 
Shonda is a one-
of-a-kind person 
with many positive 
attributes, but 
perseverance 
is one of her 
greatest qualities. Upon first meeting 
Shonda, her employment consultant 
immediately noticed her shining 
personality. Though very independent, 
Shonda received encouragement 
and support during her journey from 
her employment consultant. Shonda 
dedicated her energy to making 
monumental life changes and is 
now flourishing in her new lifestyle. 
Shonda is a mom to several fur-
babies whom she adores and speaks 
of often. Shonda is also sharing her 
compassion in her employment, 
where she transports those at-risk 
and vulnerable to various locations 
across the state. If you ask Shonda 
how she enjoys her job, she will 
tell you that she “loves it”! We wish 
Shonda the best as she continues her 
new role and cannot wait to watch 
her continue a path of happiness and 
independence.

Saline
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Dunham’s Sports
Walmart

Cloud
McDonald’s

Republic
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Starbucks East at 
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Serenity Salon
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Doonan Specialized 

Trailer
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Zach started working with Workforce Solutions in 
June of 2020 after graduating from Project Search. 
The Employment Consultant assisted Zach with 
increasing his job readiness skills, time management 
skills, problem solving skills, and communication 
skills. He is very outgoing and it was apparent 
that he would do great working with customers. In 
March of 2021, he was hired as a Store Associate at 
Dollar Tree. Zach learned the position very quickly. 
He loves running the cash register. This position 
has helped Zach to maintain his independence. 
Connie, the manager of the Dollar Tree store stated, 
“Zach is good with customers, dependable, good 
with handling cash, and his cash register is always 
accurate.” We are very proud of Zach and wish him 
continued success. 

Workforce Solutions of OCCK would like to 
congratulate Mary on her personal successes. Like 
many, Mary has faced monumental struggles with 
the onset of the pandemic, but Mary has been able 
to persevere. Mary has increased her skills as a self-
advocate which has helped her in accessing helpful 
resources. With many years of experience working 
as a cashier, Mary is continuing to use these skills at 
Concordia’s local grocery store, Rod’s Food Store. 
OCCK would like to wish Mary the very best as she, 
like many others, continues to navigate employment 
needs and overcome barriers.

Zach Loffer

Mary Collette

Employers of the Quarter

Success Stories

Workforce
Corner

Employee  
of the Quarter:
Shonda Sowers



InMyHome, a division of OCCK, will 
celebrate being a licensed and fully 
accredited home health agency for 
eight years in December of this year. 
InMyHome provides both home 
health and home care supports for 
people living in north central Kansas, 
including Clay, Cloud, Dickinson, 
Ellsworth, Jewell, Lincoln, Marion, 
McPherson, Mitchell, Osborne, 
Ottawa, Republic, Rice, Saline and 
Washington Counties. 

What is home health? Home health 
typically follows a hospital stay and 
is always under the direction and 
orders of a physician. Services will 
include nursing and/or therapies, 
like physical therapy, and may also 
include help from a home health aide. 
Home health services are generally 
shorter term supports typically 
ending after 6 weeks or so or when 
the person has improved and no 
longer has a need for the skilled 
service. 

How do I qualify for home health? 
The best thing to do is to ask your 
doctor or reach out to InMyHome 
and speak with a nurse. Home health 
is often funded through Medicare, 
Medicaid, private insurance, or 
veterans’ insurance. 

Does InMyHome offer telehealth 
services? Yes. Telehealth is a great 
way to have daily nurse monitoring 
of a chronic health concern, and a 
great way to communicate to your 
primary care doctor. The daily nurse 
monitoring can quickly identify when 
your vital signs, blood sugars or 
other health indicators are out of your 
normal parameters. 

You don’t have to have internet or a 
phone connection; all the equipment 
is provided to you. If you would like to 
learn more about this service, please 
call InMyHome and speak with one of 
the nurses.

What is home care? Home 
care is typically longer 
term, often lasting years. 
Home care can include 
house cleaning, laundry, 
meal preparation, errands, 
personal care, and other 
daily community living 
supports. People need 
different supports to stay 
living in their own home and 
own community and home 
care services can provide 
those. You may be familiar 
with the marketing slogan 
“We will keep the light on 

for you”; InMyHome Home Care will 
not only keep the light on, but can 
change the lightbulb, if that is what is 
needed.

How do I qualify for home care? 
Payment for home care can come 
from many sources, including the 
Senior Care Act, Older Americans 
Act, waiver support, private pay 
and long-term care insurance, and 
veterans’ insurance. The best way 
to learn about options is to call into 
InMyHome and speak with staff.

You can reach InMyHome by calling 
785.823.2025 or by visiting the 
website at www.occk.com.

Updates on OCCK’s InMyHome Home Health & Home Care Agency

Stephanie Wedel, RN visits with a customer.

OCCK continues to receive gifts of 
service, products, consultations, and 
funds from individuals, businesses, 
and groups. We are grateful for your  
confidence and support.

Scott & Janelle Greene, Jewell, KS 
Frank Parson, Hesston, KS 
Glenn Knak, Salina, KS 
Mark Carter, Salina, KS
Karma Bland, Salina, KS
Dr. Greg Thomas, McPherson, KS 
Rose Hieger, Salina, KS 
Julie Tucker, Minneapolis, KS
Genere Faubion, Salina, KS
Megan Beckley, Abilene, KS 

In Memory of Laura Mazouch
 Kanen Barrow, Great Bend, KS 
 Kevin & Camie Hlavaty, Olmitz, KS 
 Dale & Billie Kuhlman, Olmitz, KS 
 Justina Hlavaty, Olmitz, KS 
 Travis & Lisa Starr, Olmitz, KS 
 Linda Bahr, Otis, KS 
 Loretta Trapp, Great Bend, KS 
 Martin & Grace Brack, Ellis, KS 
 Derek Yarmer, Hays, KS 
 Janet & Steve Pechanec, Otis, KS 
 Don & Pat Stroub, Great Bend, KS 
 Marcia Burhenn, Great Bend, KS
 Lucas Mazouch, Great Bend, KS 
 Kim Bartley & Family, Abilene, KS 
 Scott Gengler, Falun, KS 
 David & Bernice Dauer, Falun, KS 
 

In memory of Jolene Vossman 
 S & S Drug, Beloit, KS 
 Dennis & Pat Isbell, Beloit, KS 
 D.C. Eilert, Beloit, KS 
 Janet Snedden, Beloit, KS 
 Rose Matous, Beloit, KS 
 Joe & Donna Schmitt, Beloit, KS 
 Dennis & Coni Grennan,  
  Columbus, NE 
 Harry & Barbara McGrath,  
  Beloit, KS 
 Thomas & Coni Grennan,  
  Silver Lake, KS 
 Joe & Barbara Wise,  
  Cawker City, KS
 Lynn Fleming, Beloit, KS 
 Douglas & Deanna Daugherty,  
  Beloit, KS 
 Jeanne Moritz, Beloit, KS

Contributors



In Memory of Patrick Pfeifer
 John & Deborah Herrman,  
  Osborne, KS
 G. Kim, Minneapolis, KS
 David & Charlotte Herrman,  
  Salina, KS 

In Memory of Patricia Reichenberger
 Rob & Michelle Gill, New York, NY 
 Nancy & Dean Martin,  
  Garden Plain, KS 
 Jane Moore, Topeka, KS 
 Gregory & Kathleen Heinze,  
  Salina, KS 
 Rick & Mary Jo Gruwell,  
  Glen Elder, KS 
 John & Diane Porter, Glen Elder, KS 
 Theresa & Paul Ramsey, Andale, KS 
 Allen & Jeanne Sippel, Sutton, NE 
 Elisa & Eric Schwaiger,  
  Mt. Hope, KS
 Elaine Stauffer, Shawnee, KS 

 Sharon & Tom Huecker,  
  Greenville, SC
 Eileen Miller, Winston-Salem, NC
 Edna Orth, Owasso, OK
 Clark, Mize, & Linville Chtrd,  
  Salina, KS

In Memory of Diana Bowen
 Ann Branden, Lawrence, KS

In Memory of Christine Debold
 R.J. Tjaden, Smolan, KS
 Debra Debold, Salina, KS
 Henry & Karla Walker, Salina
 Clark, Mize, & Linville Chtd,  
  Salina, KS

Access Foundation  
Scholarship Donations
Jason & Shanna Sowers, Salina, KS 
Patricia Mitchell, Salina, KS 
Susan Sprague, Clay Center, KS

Alternate Formats
Spotlight and all other printed 
material produced by OCCK, Inc. 
are available in large type, braille, 
electronically, or alternative 
languages. Please let us know 
if you’d like to receive this 
newsletter or any other document 
in one of these alternate formats. 
Call us at 785/827-9383 or  
1-800-526-9731.

We’re Hiring!
Check out

our website
www.occk.com


